[Policy for children with chronic neurological diseases].
QOL for children with chronic neurological diseases (CND) depends mainly on the supporting system of children's development and respite measurements of their families. For supporting children's development with CND and for alleviating the burden on the family members, various staffs are needed such as pediatricians, nurses, psychologists, OT, PT, home helpers, etc. Especially children with CND are living at home needs in-home services supplied by these supporting staffs. An in-home care service center is desirable to be established in their living area. According to the maternal and child health law and child welfare law, several measures have been adopted, but these services are not available for children with CND and their family, without registration as handicapped children. All these children should be treated because they have the same problems as physically or mentally handicapped children. The capability of the medical and social service supply has been influenced by recent decrease of the birth rate and improvement of the level in the maternal and child health. The number of facilities, such as pediatric clinics or nursing homes for physically handicapped children, is decreasing because of poor profit. These trends will be continued if appropriate measurements are not introduced. The final estimation of need and supply must be made at the local community level.